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Indianapolis to St. Louis, The Baltimore and Ohio Railway
runs from New York to Washington along the coastal plain, passes
through the Blue Ridge at the gap formed by the Potomac, and
ascends the valley of that river as far as Cumberland, where it
divides, one line going by the Youghiogheny to Pittsburgh, and
thence to Chicago, the other striking westwards for Cincinnati and
St. Louis.
From New York to New Orleans and the south there are several
routes. One, followed by the Southern and its connections, runs
along the Piedmont Plateau by Charlotte and Atlanta, and turns
the southern end of the Appalachians; while another, of which
the Norfolk and Western, the Southern, and the New Orleans and
Norfolk, are the principal links, crosses the Blue Ridge at the water-
gap of the James, and runs to New Orleans by Knoxville and Chat-
tanooga, in the valley of the Tennessee. Chicago and the more im-
portant towns on the Ohio and Mississippi are brought into com-
munication with New Orleans by the Illinois Central Railway,
which follows the general direction of these rivers.
The Chicago and North Western, the Chicago, Milwaukee, and
St. Paul, and other railways connect Chicago with Duluth, St.
Paul, Omaha, and Kansas City, the starting-points of some of the
more important routes to the Pacific coast. The Great Northern has
its eastern terminals at Duluth and St. Paul, the lines from which
meet at Grand Forks. It then runs westward, following for the
greater part of the way the course of the Missouri and Milk rivers,
enters the Rocky Mountains by the valleys of tributaries of the
Missouri, and descends the Kootenay for some distance on its way
to Spokane. From Spokane it strikes across to the coast and
terminates at Tacoma. The Northern Pacific railway likewise
starts from Duluth and St. Paul, but it follows the course of the
Yellowstone River by whose valley it enters the Rocky Mountains,
and after passing through the Bozeman Tunnel arrives at Helena.
It-then crosses the main watershed at Mullan's Pass, descends to
Spokane by Heilgate River and Clark's Fork, and runs to Pasco,
near the confluence of the Columbia and the Snake. It is connected
with the coast by a line which follows the Columbia td Portland
and then turns north to Tacoma and Seattle, but the main route
goes direct to Tacorna by the Yakima valley, which opens a way
across the Cascades, The Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul Railway